in the United States.   Houston, as well as New York, Los Angeles,
New Orleans and Washington, D.C. have been targets of Increased
multi-kilo shipments from Colombia.   This pattern of dispersed
smuggling will continue as long as demand for cocaine remains at
record levels.   Daring 1984 total cocaine seizures by DEA alone and
In cooperation with other agencies totaled 11,742 kilograms as com-
pared to 7,399 kilograms In 1983.   Estimated U.S. consumption in 1984
approximated 90,000 - 95,000 kilograms.

QUESTION;

To what extent and In what capacity is the EGA working with local
officials of the City of Fort Worth to combat the growing drug pro-
blem in the city and surrounding areas?

ANSWER;

DEA routinely participates in Joint investigations with police
authorities of the City of Port Worth.   DEA provides Special Agents
to work in undercover and surveillance assignments, technical equip-
ment, and funds for the purchase of evidence.   Of particular Impor-
tance to combating the drug problems at Fort Worth, DEA provides
assistance to local police by making available Special Agents with
training and expertise in the investigation of clandestine drug
laboratories.    Intelligence gathered by DEA relative to local drug
traffickers is shared with local authorities.

QUESTION;

What kind of assistance is DEA currently providing to the City of
Port Worth with respect to this problem?

ANSWER:

In addition to working ongoing Joint investigations, DEA Is in the
process, within currently available resources, of establishing a
State and Local Task Force at Fort Worth.   Letters of Agreement are
now being signed with the Cities of Port Worth, North Richland Hills,
Arlington, Bedford, Hurst, Euless and the Tarrant County Sheriff's
Office.    It is anticipated that officers assigned to the task fores
will'be deputized as Special Deputy United States Marshals.

QUESTION;

In your view, is there a need to provide direct Federal support to
the City to deal with this problem?

ANSWER;

This area of the country, in company with a number of other locales,
could benefit from a coordinated Federal/State and Local Task Force.
There are a number of funding mechanisms available to meet the needs
evidenced in the Port Worth area.

DEA, within Its available resources, will provide support, but also
receive the benefit of experienced law enforcement assistance from
the police departments in the area.o a lesser extent than marijuana. During the
